This book contains a series of collected papers that were presented at the 10th International Congress of Chemotherapy in Zurich in 1977. The first section contains some experimental studies relating to immunotherapy, but unfortunately because of the complexity of this particular subject the information presented will be of value only to a specialist in this field. The next 2 sections relate to adjuvant chemotherapy and chemotherapy particularly of the lymphomas. In general, each is a short presentation describing collective series of work that have now been published in more detail elsewhere. A review of gastro-intestinal cancer follows and this illustrates well the practical difficulties associated with the chemotherapy of this disease. The final section deals with the treatment of breast cancer, and here the standard of presentation of the articles is considerably better than in the previous sections.
With the exception of the last section, the majority of the articles have since been published in reputable journals that are presumably read by people involved in the treatment of cancer, and it is therefore difficult to justify the purchase of this volume by an individual. It would, however, be of value as a reference work in appropriate libraries.
P Fifty years ago, Woglom wrote a review which, with precise aim and a razor-sharp wit, severed the jugular vein of tumour immunology. The wound was not fatal but the subject was anaemic for a very long time. The much needed transfusion, the unequivocal demonstration of tumourspecific transplantation antigens in some animal tumours, occurred in the 1950s and the topic has been thriving ever since, as much in the clinic as in the laboratory. This book, number 6 in an excellent series, is a comprehensive, detailed and timely appraisal of what clinical cancer immunotherapy has achieved so far, and it spills quite a lot of blood. It is all there. In nearly 700 pages the world's clinical experience (since the 1950s) is described by most of the world's experts. The editor has provided the ideal forum for
